Regular Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the Pocomoke City Mayor and Council was held via Zoom and Facebook livestream
on Monday, June 15, 2020. The meeting was called to order at 6:46 PM.

Present: Mayor Bruce Morrison

First Vice President: Todd J. Nock

Council Members: Diane Downing, Esther Troast
R. Scott Holland

City Manager on Interim Basis: Jeremy Mason

City Attorney: Andrew Illuminati

City Clerk: Michelle Beckett-El Soloh

Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer by Councilmember Troast, Call to Order @ 6:46PM:

Review and Approval of Minutes from Meeting of June 1, 2020:
Motion to approve minutes from May 18, 2020 (Downing, Troast passed) @ 6:48PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Review and Approval of Current Bill List:
Motion to approve current bill list (Holland, Downing passed) @ 6:50M

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approve Ordinance 452, Budget Fiscal Year 2020-21, 2nd Reading:
Finance Director, Janet A. Wilson read: ORDINANCE NO. 452
ADOPT THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-21
Pocomoke City, MD

Motion to adopt Ordinance 452 Budget, fiscal year 2020-21 (Downing, Nock passed) @ 6:52PM
Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approve Ordinance 453, Fees, Charges and Fines Fiscal Year 2020-21, 2nd Reading:
Interim City Manager, Mr. Mason read: ORDINANCE NO. 453
ADOPT THE FEES, FINES & CHARGES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-21
Pocomoke City, MD

Motion to adopt Ordinance 453, Fees, Charges and Fines, fiscal year 2020-21 (Troast, Downing
passed) @ 6:54PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried
Approve Request to Hunt on City Property, Major East:

Interim City Manager, Mr. Mason, read the letter submitted by Mr. Major East asking permission to
hunt on City-owned land located on Old Virginia Rd and Dunn Swamp Rd.




Motion to allow Mr. Major East to hunt on named City-owned property (Troast, Downing passed) @
6:58PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed: motion carried

Approve Request to Hunt on City Property, Joshua Pope:
Interim City Manager, Mr. Mason, read the letter submitted by Mr. Joshua Pope asking permission to
hunt on City-owned land located behind the Hertrich Dealership on north-bound side of Rt 13.

Motion to allow Mr. Joshua Pope to hunt on named City-owned property located behind the Hertrich
Dealership north-bound side on Rt 13 (Holland, Nock passed) @ 7:00PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried
Public Hearing for Demolition of the Following Structures:

A) 411 Maple St
B) 706 5th St

Mr. Mason said that 411 maple St situation has been reconciled. The owner, Mr. Donald Grant, has
agreed to donate the land to the church. He has made an arrangement to comply in paying some of
the maintenance fees owed to the City. The church has agreed to get permits to demolish the
structure on the property. The church plans to use the area for parking. Councilmember Nock said
that the City needs to follow through and make sure that the agreements for the property are being
followed.

Planning Director, Mr. Dan Brandewie, said that this property has been dilapidated for quite some
time. The owner does not have the means to remove the structure himself. He does not disagree with
demolition of the structure. Mr. Brandewie is asking for a motion to move forward with demolition.

Councilmember Nock opened the Public Hearing for property at 706 5t St.

There were no public comments regarding 706 5t St.

Motion to approve demolition of 706 5th St (Holland, Downing passed) @ 7:09PM
Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approve Means of Goose Control on City Property for Mike T. Hall/Southern AG, LLC:

Mr. Mason read the letter from Mr. Mike Hall requesting to control the goose population due to crop
damage. Mr. Hall’'s letter stated he has obtained all the State and Federal permissions required.
Councilmember Troast said she knows that this has been an issue at that location but years ago
control means were not permitted due to children in the area of the pond. Councilmember Nock
wanted to know what other preventative measures has he tried. Mr. Hall said he has tried scaring
them but they have become accustomed to being there due to the water in the area. They just
planted beans but once you move them away, they will find some other place to go.




Motion to allow Mr. Mike Hall to control goose population until August 31, 2020, at which time the
DNR permit expires (Holland, Troast passed) @ 7:14PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-nay, Troast-aye, Downing-aye: 1 opposed; motion carried

Introduce Ordinance 454, Speed Cameras, 1%t Reading:
Mr. Mason read: ORDINANCE NO. 454
Adding Speed Monitoring Systems in City Limits
Pocomoke City, MD

Approve Speed Limit Changes in Heights:
Mr. Mason said the City has ordered and received new speed limit signs. The City also has children
at play signs. A motion is needed to install them.

Motion to install new speed limit signs, lowering speed limit to 15 MPH in the Heights community and
install children at play signs (Holland, Nock passed) @ 7:19PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Discuss RFP for Public Works Excavator:

Mr. Mason said the City’s needs have not changed. After researching used equipment options, there
was one that fit the City’s needs but the City would have had to purchase a trailer as it does not fit on
any of the trailers the City currently has nor did it have any equipment attached to it. The Council has
to decide to purchase the new Cat excavator that we previously considered. The City had to rent that
exact equipment for the job that was done on Somerset Ave. Councilmember Troast wanted to know
the cost of the rental for the recent job. Mr. Mason said he has not yet seen the invoice.
Councilmember Troast said once the heights project is finished, there are other projects to move on
to. Councilmember Holland wanted to know what the plans are for the old excavator. Mr. Mason said
it will be kept for backup and smaller jobs.

Motion to approve purchase of the new Caterpillar excavator (Troast, Holland passed) @ 7:25PM
Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-nay, Troast-aye, Downing-nay; 2 opposed; motion denied

Councilmembers agreed to seeing the cost of rental for the Heights job first. The expense is not a
fiscal year expense and can wait until August 2020 to evaluate financial impact.

Comments from Council

Councilmember Troast said she has received some complaints about rowdy behavior after 10:00PM
curfew from the Homewood Dr area. She will be addressing that with Chief Brumley as it is not the
first complaint.

Councilmember Holland asked about the canoe ramp at Winter Quarters. Special parts have been
ordered. Also, the Recreation Committee will try to meet on Wednesday at 6:30PM and try to get
back on track for spring with youth programs. He thanked the Police Department for the foot patrol in




the Heights. Councilwoman Troast added that she has also noticed the foot patrol on Cedar St and
knows that her constituents appreciate it too.

Councilmember Nock said he would also like to thank the Pocomoke City Police Department on
taking the lead in being one of the best municipal police departments in Maryland. They have taken

the initiative in diversity training and are following our workbook creation. He also thanked the fire
department and EMS.

Comments from Departments
None

Comments from Audience

George Glovier, 322 Winter Quarters Dr, he asked what excavator bid was the motion made on? Mr.
Mason said it was on the original bid for the Caterpillar. He did receive another bid for the Hitachi. Mr.
Glovier said he had left a message for Mr. Mason but didn’t receive an answer. Mr. Mason said he
was preparing for meetings and had already met with Mr. Glovier and he and Mr. Bill East of Public
Works had followed up on the quotes and information provided. Again, Mr. Mason said he did not feel
the need to respond to the messages because he followed up on all the information. Councilmember
Holland interjected that he is certain that Mr. Mason and Mr. East have followed up and researched
all the information. It is up to the Council to make the final decision on all the information provided.

Daniel Tarr, 205 Walnut St, he asked if there were any updates on election information.
Councilmember Nock said no new updates at this time.

Motion to adjourn meeting (Nock, Troast passed) @ 7:35PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approved: K. Michelle Beckett-EL Solohv
City Clerk




