Regular Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the Pocomoke City Mayor and Council was held via Zoom and Facebook livestream
on Monday, July 06, 2020. The meeting was called to order at 6:50 PM.

Present: Mayor Bruce Morrison

First Vice President: Todd J. Nock

Council Members: Diane Downing, Esther Troast
R. Scott Holland

City Manager: Jeremy Mason

City Attorney: Andrew llluminati

City Clerk: Michelle Beckett-El Soloh

Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer by Councilmember Troast, Call to Order @ 6:50PM:

Review and Approval of Minutes from Meeting of June 15, 2020:
Motion to approve minutes from June 15, 2020 (Troast, Downing passed) @ 6:52PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Review and Approval of Current Bill List:
Motion to approve current bill list (Downing, Troast passed) @ 6:53M

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approve Bid to Clean Grit from Septage Receiving Area of Lagoon:

City Manager Mason said he has met with Mr. Kelly Trego and viewed the septage receiving area is.
Over time a build up occurs and needs to be removed annually. The area is called the “sleeve” or
“apron” where solids build up. The process is that a 60’ reach excavator removes the solids and
places it on land to dry out. Then it is removed to another facility. This helps keep the lagoon more
organic and enables the use of less chemicals. This is the first time that we have received more than
just two bids. Last year, the cheapest bid was $70,000.00. This year, there were 5 bids. CES, who
usually does some algae removal work in the lagoon for us, was the highest over $60,000.00. There
was a local company, Harry White House Movers, that bid the entire job at $40,250.00. That was the
lowest bid. We did budget $70,000.00 so this will save us some money. The City is looking for a
motion from the Council tonight. With this humid weather, we are looking to put some of the
remainder of the budgeted money into algae removal. Councilmember Troast said she reviewed all
bids and was astounded at the price differences.

Motion to award bid for grit removal from the lagoon for $40,250.00 to Harry White House Movers
(Troast, Holland passed) @ 6:58PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Introduce Ordinance 455, Franchise Agreement for Sandpiper Energy, a Wholly Owned Subsidiary of
Chesapeake Utilities Corporation, 15t Reading:
City Manager Mason read: ORDINANCE NO. 455
Franchise Agreement for Sandpiper Energy
Pocomoke City, MD




Approve Tax Abatement List of Certain Properties:
The current list, 2020-21, of tax-exempt properties that do not receive water, sewer or other City
services is presented to the Council to approve.

Motion to approve 2020-21 tax abatement list of properties (Downing, Troast passed) @ 7:20PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Discuss Fox Control for Winter Quarters:

Councilmember Holland said he has gotten several calls from Winter Quarters area stating citizens
have seen several foxes around the area. He said usually it is calls about geese but because of the
fox, there are no geese this year. The problem with fox is that they are interacting with dogs and cats
and can have rabies. Councilmember Holland called animal control. They can put traps out but they
aren't really effective. DNR cannot do anything until COVID-19 is under control. The City can consider
lifting the restrictions to shoot the fox inside City limits, but that is not a typical thing. Mr. Mason will
meet with residents and with a DNR employee to see what the recommendations are.
Councilmember Downing said she has seen fox near her house. Councilmember Nock said he is not
in favor of shooting inside City limits. We will look into other options. Mr. Mason said we will definitely
do other research before making any decisions.

Second Reading, Ordinance No. 454:
Councilmember Nock read: ORDINANCE NO. 454
Adding Speed Monitoring Systems in City Limits
Pocomoke City, MD

Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 454 Opened:

Monda Marsh, 1 2" St, said her concern in that if the speed limit cameras only catch people going
more than 12 MPH over the speed limit that means that you can still go 37 MPH, which is excessive
in town, and that doesn’t help the problem. She recommends lowering all the speed limits in City
limits. There is no reason for anyone to go more than 25 MPH in City limits. City Manager Mason said
that 12 MPH over the speed limit is the normal amount for the speed cameras. After they are
installed, the City can look into modifications. Councilmember Troast said she was under the
impression that the speed cameras were only for the school areas. Mr. Mason clarified that there are
actually 2 cameras. One for the school areas which is stationary the other one is a mobile camera
that can be moved to different areas of the City. Councilmember Nock said he understands the speed
limit company’s reasoning for the 12 MPH and agrees with Ms. Marsh’s comment that it is a large gap
over the actual speed limit but does not agree to lowering all speed limits in town.

Motion to approve Ordinance 454, speed cameras in City limits (Holland, Downing passed) @ 7:26 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried
(Councilmember Troast originally abstained but officially changed her vote to “aye”.)

Council Comments

Councilmember Holland said that they have a Recreation Committee meeting with Josh Nordstrom
from the County. He congratulated Mr. Mason for the appointment as full-time City Manager. He has
been called a couple times with complaints about sewer smells from Jenkins Orchard lift station.
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the Heights. Water/\Wastewater were consulted and took care of that issue. There were complaints
about a lot of activity after dark at the pond at Winter Quarters. Residents have reported seeing a
police presence there after the complaints.

Councilmember Troast received requests for speed limit signs and children at play signs in
Homewood/White Oaks areas. There are at least 2 areas on Cedar St. that have had wood out to be
chipped for a month. City Manager Mason said one of the houses had a bulk trash violation, the pile
far exceeded the City limit on bulk trash. Chipping is scheduled for this week. He will advise Public
Works to clean up all areas that are within legal limits.

Motioned to reopen the Public Hearing for Ordinance 454 for additional comments (Nock, Downing
passed) @ 7:40PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Mr. Rob Clark said this issue came up when he was on City Council. For the record, he has not
gotten a ticket by a speed camera. He and his wife have done a lot of research regarding speed
cameras. Speed cameras operations throughout the country are ridden with corruption. Many cities
have had to pay back millions of dollars for speed cameras not being calibrated properly. Camera
companies can sell data collected from cars. Constitutionality is an issue and keeping track of
people’s travel habits and tracking is an issue. He doesn’t remember a child ever being hit by a car in
a school zone in Pocomoke City. He agrees that speeding is a problem in Pocomoke but feels that
police should be out enforcing speed limits. He is against the decision to implement speed cameras.
He also commented that one of the brush piles is in front of his house. There is no sense in bundling
the piles when they will be chipped by a mobile chipper. Public Works just has to untie them.

Councilmember Nock called for point of discussion on Ordinance 454. Councilmember Holland said a
schoolmate of his was hit crossing Market St. That has been 16 years ago. There have been several
incidents with pedestrians on that street but still supports implementation of cameras. All the
Councilmembers agreed that they respect and value Mr. Clarke’s opinion on City matters. Mr. Mason
said just because something hasn’t happened yet doesn’t mean it won't. he trusts that Mr. Clarke has
done all the research he mentioned and will speak to the chief of Police regarding the constitutionality
of speed cameras.

Motion to resume to agenda items (Nock, Troast passed) @ 7:45 PM
Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Councilmember Troast continued that she has gotten a lot of inquiries regarding the pickleball courts.
Mr. Mason updated that the City has received several bids. The company that submitted the lowest
bid amended their bid which increased it. Mr. Brandewie is working on finalizing the bids and
information should be available soon. Councilwoman Troast asked for an update for public record to
the trail at Cypress Park Nature Trail boardwalk. There were some loose boards and there was a
tripping incident. Public Works inspected the area. Lowe’s is short on salt-treated wood right now but
Mr. Mason is doing pricing. The estimate for repair is approximately $2,442.50. That is from Laurel St
to Cypress Park and includes all docks. He will get Miles Building Supply to price it also.
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Councilmember Troast has also had calls about the water smell on Cedar St and 14t St. She
thanked Mr. Mason for correcting that problem so quickly. If any citizens notice that problem, they
should also call it in. She congratulated Mr. Mason on his appointment as full-time City Manager.

Councilwoman Downing thanked Mr. Mason and Public Works for working on the sidewalk issue. She
also announced that Councilmember Todd Nock won an election to the Maryland Municipal League
Board of Directors and congratulated him on that appointment.

Councilmember Nock said there will be an Economic Development Committee meeting on Thursday,
July 9, 2020 at 6:30 PM. Public Works and Mr. Mason contacted all the names he gave who had
sidewalk issues. He appreciates the prompt action. He has gotten some calls regarding grass at the
Sturgis One Room School House. Public Works will be addressing an issue at the mini park. He
congratulated Mr. Mason on his job done so far and enjoyed seeing his 5-year plan. He reminded
everyone about the Neighborhood Watch program.

City Manager Mason said there is a list of approximately 26 residents that need concrete work. That
is high priority and will be started after the digging in the Heights. He is also working on trash removal
services to get a City-wide contract that will enable Public Works employees to be used in other
areas.

Mayor Morrison said trash needs to be picked up and swings repaired at the playground at Cypress
park.

Public Comments
There were no public comments.

Motion to adjourn meeting (Nock, Downing passed) at 7:50 PM.

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approved: K. Michelle Beckett-El Soloh
City Clerk




