
Regular Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the Pocomoke City Mayor and Council was held via Zoom and Facebook livestream
on Monday, August 3,2020. The meeting was called to order at 0:44 PM.

Present: Mayor Bruce Morrison
First Vice President: Todd J. Nock
Council Members: Diane Downing, Esther Troast

R. Scott Holland
City Manager: Jeremy Mason
City Attorney: Andrew llluminati
City Clerk: Michelle Beckett-El Soloh

Pledoe of Allesiance, Prayer bv Councilmember Downing, Call to Order @ 6:44 PM:

Review and Approval of Minutes from Meetino of Julv 20. 2020:
Motion to approve minutes from July 20,2020 (Troast, Downing passed) @ 6:45 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Review and Approval of Current Bill List:
Motion to approve current bill list (Troast, Nock passed) @ 6:46 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Authorization to allow the City Manaqer to enter into a contract with First State lnspection Aqency for
Building related inspection services and to further discuss options with the Countv for inspection
services if thev are more cost effective and viable:
First State lnspection Services will not be the exclusive company. MDIA was the company we have
been using but there have been issues getting inspections done in a timely manner due to their
workload. The City posted an RFP request and First State lnspection Agency was the only one
received and they are also one of the few who have the capability to handle all the services the City
needs.

Motion to allow the City to enter into a contract (nonexclusively) with First State lnspection Agency
(Troast, Holland passed) @ 6:55 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Discuss Aqreement with NAI CoastalAsreement for City-Owned Properties:
The City has already been in a listing agreement with this listing agency. The listing agreement has
expired and this is the renewal. This was in effect before Mr. Mason became City Manager. The
agreement is dated lrom712312020 to 712312021and they have not asked for an increase in
commission or sale prices. This just keeps the information out there publicly.

Councilmember Nock asked what have they done to really advertise and move the lots in the
industrial park? Mr. Mason answered that the process for commercial is a bit different than
residential. Normally you don't have buyers doing walkthroughs. The lots are on several different
internet sites. Councilmember Troast asked if this will make this company exclusive. Mr. Mason said



any licensed agent can bring a buyer to them but its not common practice to have more than one
brokerage listing a property. !f another agent sells a property commission would be a 50/50 split.
Normally the commission is 8-10 percent. There are currently 10 total commercial properties for sale.

There are no residential lots listed with realtors. Residential lots are disposed of through tax
sale/closed bids.

Emerqency Resolution for HSB Credit Line Extension:
Councilmember Nock read: Emergency Resolution No. 533

Hebron Savings Bank Credit Line Extension
Pocomoke City, Maryland

Motion to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 533, Hebron Savings Bank Credit Line Extension for 6
months until February 2,2021 (Downing, Troast passed) @ 6:59 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Discuss Speed Limits in Homewood Drive:
Councilmember Troast said she has been contacted by several residents in the White Oaks,
Homewood Dr and Brentwood Circle areas about the lack of speed limit signs and excessive speeds
in those areas. Councilmember Troast rides through her district at least once a week. She had one
person contact her who was against speed control in that area. There is a lot of walking and
pedestrian traffic in that area. Councilmember Nock said he has seen cars speed through there and
thinks speed limits signs need to be posted. Mr. Mason said there has been a request for 25 MPH
speed limits and when he did his own assessment, he feels that 25 MPH might be too fast for the
area. Councilmember Holland also felt that 20 MPH was reasonable because there are no
throughways and no sidewalks. Mr. Mason said that some areas could benefit from 15 MPH but the
City needs to stay consistent. Councilmember Nock said the Police Department does a great job but
thinks they spend too much time on the highway. More patrol needs to be done in City limits. Public
Works will get estimates on speed bumps. Councilmember Troast said she has been trying to get
patrol and tickets issued on Cedar St but has not seen any tickets issued there. Al! Councilmembers
agreed that more tickets for speeding should be issued inside City limits. Councilmember Nock stated
that all City streets need to be reevaluated for speed limit adjustments.

Motion to approve reduction of speed limit to 15 MPH on Holiday Dr, Homewood Dr, Adkins Place,
Acorn Cir, White Oaks La and Brentwood Dr and the rest of the streets in City limits to be evaluated
for speed limit reductions (Downing, Troast passed) @ 7:16 PM

Discuss Ronny Durham Garaqe Property to be Added to Tax Abatement List:
Mr. Durham has 2 properties; one is already on the tax abatement list. The 2nd property is
near the other property and doesn't receive City services.

Motion to approve garage property for Ronnie Durham for tax abatement (Troast, Nock
passed) @ 7:20 PM

Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Comments from Council



Councilmember Holland said the Recreation Committee is meeting with the County trying to make
progress to start up programs but it is difficult to meet all the COVID-19 requirements. He has had
several complaints about water in the Heights. WaterA//astewater is doing what they can. The
Superintendent suggested running cold water to see if it is clear, lf it is inly the hot water with
problems than it could be the anode rod in the hot water heater that needs to be replaced.

Councilmember Troast asked for an update on the dock repairs. There are 250 boards needed but
there has been a shortage of lumber due to people doing home projects because of COVID-19. The
order has been placed. A tennis court update? Mr. Mason said they should be paved within the next 4
to 5 weeks, weather-permitting. The lowest estimate from Pruitt Paving was accepted. The City is
also getting fence quotes. Some of the sections have to be removed to get the paving done. Trash
pick-up for the pending storm. Normal trash pick up will happen unless there is severe flooding or
heavy rains. Extra days will be determined to try and stay on schedule. Digging in the Heights is top
priority but it is a weather-permitting project. Councilmember Nock said it was supposed to be
finished in July of 2019 and has gone on entirely too long and is tired of excuses for work not being
done.

Councilmember Nock said they had an Economic Development meeting last week and they are
working with Worcester County. He would like to recognize Mayor Bruce Morrison for 15 years of
service and that this is last Council meeting.

Comments from Audience
Andrea Lily/Amanda Krantz,337 Winter Quarters Dr, she would like to request that the City
celebrates the 10O-year anniversary of women's right to vote. They would like a proclamation and to
donate yellow rose bushed for one of the parks and have XO beanery give first 50 women free drinks.
Councilmember Nock said the City would love to assist with the celebration and give any information
to the City Clerk to make arrangements.

Pastor Wayne Ayer, 1505 Linden Drive, he attended a job fair recently and the parking lot that it was
held in is badly in need of repair. It was a chance to have good publicity for the City but the parking lot
didn't convey that. Mr. Mason said that can be looked at. Cleanliness wasn't the issue it is just in
need of repair. The City will look into it. First Baptist Church and the congregation would like to thank
the Mayor Morrison for his service. There has not been a Wednesday night service when they have
not prayed for him, his family and the Council. They wish him well and want him to know that his
greatest days are not behind him,

Travis Cowger, White Oaks Lane, is asking when White Oaks Lane paved. The paving is gone and
there is a crater in front of the fire hydrant. They fill in millings but does not last. The roadway in the
whole area is deteriorating. Councilmember Holland said when the paving in the Heights is done, we
can get other areas added on. Mr. Mason said Bosman will be doing some paving in several areas.
Time and materials have been an issue and willjust take some time. His opinion on changing all
street signs is a waste of tax payer money. Police are out in the City limits patrolling; it is a myth that
they only patrolthe highway. Where they are sometimes depends on where the money is coming
from. A log of speeds should be kept for certain areas because a lot of times people misjudge speeds
as faster than they really are.



Wendel White, wanted to enlighten the publica about safety requirements. Councilmember Nock said
that the Council doesn't have anything to do with the elections but we can get a notice posted.

Motion to adjourn meeting (Nock, Holland passed) @ 7:48 PM
Acclamation: Holland-aye, Nock-aye, Troast-aye, Downing-aye; none opposed; motion carried

Approved:K.MLchpll,etBe,c,l<,ott-TbSol,olv
City Clerk
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